
 Surface Mine Reclamation Field Day 
 

The Indiana Soils/Prime Farmland Team will sponsor, in cooperation with Black Beauty Coal 
Company, a reclamation field day on June 30, 2005. The field day will be held at Black Beauty Coal 
Company’s Francisco Mine near Francisco, Indiana. The tour will provide cutting edge technological 
information as well as audience participation. The focus of this field day will be for all those directly 
associated with agricultural production on surface coal mined and reclaimed lands. 
    This field day will be a full day with a variety of speakers covering many different aspects of 
mining in the state of Indiana. The main emphasis of the field day will revolve around soil restoration, 
prime farmland requirements, and agricultural management. Participants will learn about new farming 
technologies, practices, management strategies, and equipment and information services. Several 
demonstrations by Black Beauty Coal Company, Loudermilk Contracting, Cornelius Farms, and the 
Gibson County Co-op are planned. These include deep ripping, mulching and crimping and land leveling. 

Due to limitations at the mine, this field day will be limited to the first 125 registrations.  
Registration fee is $10.00. There will be no charge to Farmers and Mined Land Owners of Gibson County 
(compliments of Black Beauty Coal Company).  Registrants that desire to use the afternoon session, as 
credit for their Private Pesticide Applicator Training must pay an additional fee of $10.00 which will be 
payable on site that day. Registrations are to be sent to Mr. Mark Evans, Purdue Extension Owen County, 
180 South Washington Street, Spencer, IN 47460. Phone (812) 829-5020. Fax (812) 829-4289.  E-mail is 
mevans@purdue.edu.  Lunch will be provided with a paid registration. Sander’s Catering will cater the 
meal (pork chop dinner). Make checks payable to Owen County CES Education Fund. Designate 
Reclamation Field Day in the note field. 

The field day will begin at 9:00 a.m. at the Black Beauty’s Francisco Mine. Participants will meet  
at a designated area (tent near county road 50S and 775E), which is located on state road 64 approximately 
1 mile east of Francisco (see attached map). Transportation will not be provided to the mine. A parking 
area will be provided at the mine. Transportation to the active pit area will be provided at the mine.  

Below is a tentative agenda for the day. 
 
8:30 a.m. Registration and Safety Training 

 
9:00 a.m. Welcome and Introductions - DNR Representative 
 
9:15 a.m.  Brief Discussion of the Permitting Process. Discuss soil survey maps, target yields, land uses 
and bond release standards. 
 
9:30 a.m. The first stop will be at the Francisco Underground Mining Portal. A Black Beauty 
representative will give a brief overview of the facility and its operation. 
 
10:15 a.m. Tour of the Active Pit- At these stops the group will observe the coal extraction process. 
Observe and discuss the truck/shovel method of topsoil and subsoil (rooting medium) removal.  
 
11:00 a.m. Reclaimed Area behind the Active Pit - At this stop the group will observe the replacement of 



topsoil and subsoil (rooting medium). This stop will include land leveling and mulching and crimping 
demonstrations by Loudermilk Contracting. Cornelius Farms will conduct a deep ripping demonstration 
(weather permitting). 
 
11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.  LUNCH (Included in Registration Fee) Lunch will be catered by Sander’s 
Catering of Celestine, IN.  Lunch includes pork chop, scalloped potatoes, combination salad, green beans, 
corn, roll and drink.   
 
12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.  Herbicide use for Cover Crop Management on Reclaimed Lands.  Purdue 
Extension. 
 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
1:15 to 2:45 p.m.  At this stop Bob Dunker, University of Illinois agronomist, will discuss current research 
relating to Prime Farmland Restoration. The group will be able to view soil pits. Also at this stop Ramona 
Briggeman, a Wildlife Biologist from the DNR, will discuss the implementation of the Fish and Wildlife 
land use on mined lands. 
 
OR (for those using session for private pesticide applicator training) 
 
1:15 to 1:45 p.m.  Atrazine Use and Surface Water Concerns  
 
1:45 to 2:45 p.m. Where are we with Soybean Rust? 
 
2:45 p.m. Wrap up and Summary 
 
3:00 p.m.  Departure    
 

For further information, write or call Steve Wade, Division of Reclamation, RR#2 Box 129, 
Jasonville, IN 47438; (812) 665-2207; fax (812) 665-5041. E-mail is swade@ reclamation.dnr.state.in.us. 

 
Indiana Soil/Prime Farmland Team Members 
Black Beauty Coal Company 
Bryce West 
Daviess County Soil & Water Conservation District 
John McCall 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources - Division of 
Reclamation 
Steve Wade  
Indiana Farm Bureau 
Mike Baise 
Indiana State Department of Agriculture 
Ken Eck 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Ray Sinclair, Travis Neely and Rick Neilson  
Office of Surface Mining 
Larry Emmons and Russ Miller 
Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service 
Gary Steinhardt and Mark Evans  
Sierra Club 
Bill Hayden 
Soil Tech, Inc. 
Dave Ralston 
Vigo Coal Company 
Don Rhodes 
University of Illinois 
Robert Dunker 



 

Registration Form 
Please complete a separate registration form for each person. Photocopies are accepted. 

Registration will be limited to the first 125 registrations due to space limitations at the mine. The 
registration fee is $10.00 per person. There will be no charge to Farmers and Mined Land Owners of 
Gibson County (compliments of Black Beauty Coal Company). Registrants that desire to use the afternoon 
session, as credit for their Private Pesticide Applicator Training must pay an additional fee of $10.00 
which will be payable on site that day. Registrations should be sent to Mr. Mark Evans, Purdue Extension 
Owen County, 180 South Washington Street, Spencer, IN. 47460. Phone (812) 829-5020. Fax (812) 829-
4289.  E-mail is mevans@purdue.edu.  Lunch will be provided with a paid registration.  Sander’s Catering 
will cater the meal (pork chops).  Make checks payable to Owen County CES Education Fund. 
Designate Reclamation Field Day in the note field.  Registrations are due to Mr. Evans by June 16, 2005 
to ensure processing.  
 
NAME                                                                                                                                                 
              
ADDRESS                                                                                                                                                
   
CITY                                                               STATE                                  ZIP                                              
      
ORGANIZATION                                                                                                              
      
PHONE                                     FAX                                      E-MAIL                           
 
SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS            
 
Purdue University is an equal opportunity/access provider and employer. If you require 
auxiliary aids and services due to a disability or if you have special dietary needs, 
please contact us prior to the event at the Owen County Extension Office (812) 829-
5020 at least one week prior to the event.  Ask for Mark Evans.                      


